
Driving Towards Success 
 
By Zach Alvira 
 
MESA- Since its last appearance in the state championship six years ago, Mesa High has 
averaged three wins per season. 
 
Not this year. 
 
The Jackrabbits, boosted by a last-second field goal to upset district rival Red Mountain, 
are 4-1 heading into Friday’s sectional matchup versus Dobson.  
 
“I thought the kids were really dialed in and they came out and wanted to win that game,” 
Coach Scott Hare said. “It’s been awhile since we beat Red Mountain.” 
 
Seniors Dylan “Pickle” Hendricks and Roberto Baeza credited the focus of the team 
leading up to the game against the heavily favored Red Mountain.  
 
“No one thought we were going to win and we just shocked Red Mountain, we knew we 
were going to win but everyone else had Red Mountain,” said Hendricks. “The bus ride 
home was insane, it was awesome, we want that feeling every game.”  
 
“We had great preparation and we prepared for this game (too much) for us to not get the 
win,” Baeza added. “We dedicated our practice time and our hard work to get the W.” 
 
The Jackrabbits Division II schedule is tougher than last year’s Division I schedule, but 
their early success puts them in a position to make some noise in the state.  
 
“The kids put a good offseason in, the coaches put a good off season in, I would be lying 
to you if I said I wouldn’t be disappointed if we weren’t sitting in this position,” Hare 
said. “We come every day to practice, we work hard, the kids want to keep getting better 
and they are driving towards that.”  
 
To reestablish the Mesa brand, it started with the team having the same goal. “We all just 
came together and wanted to work harder than last season,” said Hendricks. “We wanted 
to bring them back.” 
 
“We just wanted to switch up Mesa from past seasons,” said Baeza. “We wanted to bring 
something new to change it.” 
 
Hare, in his second season, low keys the early success. 
 
“I was anticipating a good year, I was anticipating guys that were going to come out and 
fight,” Hare said. “There is not a record that I necessarily had in mind but I am definitely 
not surprised by where we are today.”  
 



 
 
	  


